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PROGRAMME 
 
 
 

Encounter & Exchange 
 
 

The Culture of Architecture and Spatial Planning in the European Union 
  

Working Conference and Steering Committee Meeting 
 

Rotterdam, 24 – 26 October 2004 
 
 
Introduction 
The European Forum for Architectural Policies is an informal network of specialists and institutions in 
Europe occupied with the formulation and execution of architectural policies. The Forum consists of a 
growing number of representatives of ministries and other governmental bodies, architectural 
institutions and professional organisations. The network originates from the Dutch EU Presidency in 
1997, when an Expert Meeting on architectural policies was held in Rotterdam. The results of that 
meeting have been presented to the European Commission. Since then almost every EU Presidency 
has organized a Conference or an Expert Meeting on Architectural Policies, enhancing an increasing 
international collaboration and the exchange of knowledge and experiences over the past years. 
 
An important moment was the formalizing of the Forum and the composition of a ‘Resolution on the 
Quality of Architecture in Europe’ under the French EU Presidency in 2000. On that occasion 
agreements were made on the organization of the Forum, the composition of the Steering Committee 
and the frequency of meetings. The Resolution has been presented to the European Council of 
Ministers (2001/C73/04). Over the past years the French Ministry of Culture and Communication, the 
Architects Council of Europe, the Berlage Institute, the Belgium Ministries of the French and Flemish 
Communities and the National Council of Architects in Italy have been playing a coordinating role 
(Coordination Group). Recently a secretariat has been established in Brussels.  
 
The expansion of the European Union is an excellent occasion to organize a Forum meeting 
dedicated to European collaboration between governments, institutions and architectural 
organisations and the joint enhancement of architectural quality in Europe.   
 
Theme 
The expansion of the European Union with 10 new Member States makes it advisable to invite them 
to the Forum and to help developing policies with regard to architectural and spatial quality. 
Especially in the field of what could be defined as “Cultural Planning”, the integration of cultural 
arguments in regulating, planning and commissioning architecture and urban planning. The 
conference in Rotterdam on the 25th of October will have its focus on topics that are specifically  
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relevant to the new Eastern-European Member States: quality management in recent social, cultural 
and economic dynamics and in public-private partnerships. The conference has been titled 
“Encounter & Exchange, the Culture of Architecture and Spatial Planning in the European Union” to 
emphasize the active exchange of ideas and the purpose of getting acquainted with new contributions 
to the network.  
 
 
 
Partners 
The conference is organized in a close collaboration with the Netherlands Architecture Institute, 
Young European Architects and the Berlage Institute. The event is sponsored by the Netherlands 
Ministries of Education, Culture and Science, and Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment 
(Chief Government Architect’s Office). The conference is part of a series of events in Rotterdam 
organized in connection to the Netherlands Presidency of the European Union. 
 
 
Participants 
Invitations will be sent to relevant persons and organizations (governments, institutions and 
professional organisations) in all 25 European Member States. The conference will be attended by 
approx. 150 participants, all key-figures in architecture and planning quality management, such as 
City Planning Officers, City Architects, political decision makers, representatives of Architecture 
Museums, research institutes, architects’ organizations etc.  The participating organizations will be 
given the opportunity to display material (publications, posters etc.); a limited number of tables and 
pin-up walls will be available at the conference venue.   
 
The language at the working conference and the Steering Committee meeting will be English.  
 
 
Transport and hotel accommodation 
Participants will travel to Rotterdam at their own convenience.  Hotel accommodation is available 
against reduced prices (see attached registration form) at: 
 
NH Hotel Atlanta **** 
Aert van Nesstraat 4 
3012 CA  Rotterdam 
T  +31-10-2067800 
F  +31-10-4135320 
www.hotels.nl/rotterdam/nhatlanta/ 
 
The conference venue (Netherlands Architecture Institute) is located on ca. 10 min. walking distance 
or 5 min. by taxi or metro from the hotel. 
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Programme 
The working conference Encounter & Exchange will take place over two days: Sunday 24th 
and Monday 25th of October 2004.  The Forum’s Steering Committee will meet on Tuesday 
26th of October 2004. 
 
 
Programme Sunday 24 October* 
 
Excursion 
 
Excursion to a selected number of contemporary architecture and urban development 
projects in Rotterdam, Breda and Antwerp (to be confirmed). The projects have been chosen 
as examples for design and quality management in complicated urban conditions and 
complex public-private partnerships. 
 
 
10:00 a.m. Buses depart from the Netherlands Architecture Institute 
 
1. Rotterdam Hoogvliet (restructuring of a post-war satellite residential area; explanation by 

Wouter Vanstiphout, Project Coordinator of ‘Wimby’). 
2. Rotterdam Müller Pier (redevelopment of a former harbour area into a residential area; 

explanation by Ruurd Gietema, Project Supervisor KCAP). 
3. Rotterdam Lloyd Pier (redevelopment former harbour area with cultural program; 

explanation by Ruurd Gietema). 
 
13.00 p.m. Bus picks up late arrivals at the Netherlands Architecture Institute 
 
4. Lunch in the bus 
 
5. Highway A16: High Speed Rail Link Brussels – Amsterdam; visit to the Project 

Information Center in Breda (design of infrastructure and embedding in the landscape; 
explanation by Project Supervisor Paul Wintermans). 

 
6. Breda: Chassée Area (redevelopment of a former military compound in the inner city; 

explanation by City Planning Officer Ton Hartman and Xaveer de Geyter architects.  
 
 
18.30 p.m.  Bus picks up late arrivals at the Netherlands Architecture Institute 
 
19:00 p.m.  Boat trip and dinner buffet hosted by the City of Rotterdam 
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Programme Monday 25 October* 
 
Working Conference ‘Encounter & Exchange’ at the Netherlands Architecture Institute 
 
09:00 Registration 
09:30 Opening by the Chairman of the Day, Rob Docter 
09:35 Welcome by Alderman Mr. Stefan Hulman on behalf of the City of Rotterdam 
09:40 Opening adress by the State Secretary of Culture, Ms. Medy van der Laan 
10:00 Introduction lecture ‘Culture and Planning’ by Dr. Bernard Colenbrander 
10:45 ‘Young architects in a new economic and cultural reality in Europe’, report by Bart 

Lootsma, on behalf of Young European Architects 
 
11:30 Coffee Break 
 
12:00 Introduction to the workshops by Moderator Bert van Meggelen  
12:15 Introduction of the four cases (see below) 
 
13:00 Lunch Buffet 
 
14:30 Four simultaneous workshops (cases, chair persons and reporters to be announced): 
 
 1 The role of young architects in a Europe of cultural and political diversity 
 2 Architectural practice in a new European economic reality 

3 Quality management in city and landscape  
4 European regulations with regard to architecture and architects services 

 
16.00 Coffee Break 
 
16:30 Presentations of the workshop results (conclusions and recommendations) 
17:30 Plenary discussion moderated by Bert van Meggelen 
18:30 Presentation of the publication ‘Architecture & Quality of Life’ by the Incoming Chair of 

ACE, Marie-Hélène Lucas 
19:00 Closing remarks by the Netherlands Government Architect, Mels Crouwel 
 
20:00 Dinner Buffet 
 
 
Programme Tuesday 26 October 
 
09:30 – 13:00 Steering Committee Meeting of the European Forum for Architectural Policies 

(agenda to be announced). For a list of members: see the Forum’s website 
www.architecture-forum.net. 

 
The new EU member states are invited to delegate one or more persons to the Steering 
Committee. 
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* Please note that the programme and names may be subject to change 
 
 
 
 
Connected events 
The following events will be preceding the Forum meeting: 
 
Thursday 21 – Sunday 24 October  
Seminar Young European Architects 
 
Young European Architects (YEA) is a European network of young architects. Its aim is to visualize 
European opportunities in the domain of architecture, urban development and related research. The 
target group consists of young architects, established in Europe, with the ambition to realize projects 
beyond their national borders. YEA covers three functions: to facilitate, to innovate and to exchange 
knowledge. In doing so, it wishes to bridge the gaps between young architects, principals, science, 
culture and politics. Young European Architects organizes a seminar in Rotterdam on the 21st – 24th 
of October to investigate the European condition of the young architect. What challenges and 
problems do young architect’s offices face? How is the architectural attitude expressed? How do they 
cope with the desire to innovate and experiment in an increasingly competitive environment? These 
and many more questions will be faced during the seminar. Conclusions and recommendations for 
policy making will be presented at the Forum Meeting.   
For more information see: www.youngeuropeanarchitects.org. 
 
 
Saturday 23 October 
Opening of the Exhibition ‘Collage Europa’ in the Netherlands Architecture Institute. 
 
The Netherlands Architecture Institute will organize an exhibition and several connected events 
entitled ‘Collage Europa’.  Topics such as the actuality of the Central European city, the past and 
possible future of architecture and urban planning in Central Europe are investigated. How can the 
cultural layers of the 19th and 20th century be offering a basis for the development of new attitudes 
towards urban design and the metamorphosis of cities and regions over the coming years? ‘Collage 
Europa’ aims to address these issues through an exhibition, several symposia, lectures and film 
screenings.  
For more information see: www.nai.nl. 
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REGISTRATION FORM  PLEASE RETURN BY FAX TO: +31-10-4030390 
     BEFORE 11 OCTOBER 2004! 
 
 
Family name 
 
First name  
 
Function 
 
Organization 
 
Address (street, number, postal code, country) 
 
 
Phone number(s) 
 
Fax number 
 
e-mail address 
 
 
 will attend the Conference ‘Encounter & Exchange’ in Rotterdam on 24 & 25 October ڤ

2004 
 
 will attend the Steering Committee meeting in Rotterdam on 26 October 2004 ڤ
 
  would like to reserve a room at NH Hotel Atlanta, for the special conference rate of ڤ

€ 75,= per room per night;  
 

date of arrival: 
 
date of departure: 
 
one/two* persons 

 
Is interested in the following workshop topics (exact topics/cases to be announced): 
 
 The role of young architects in a Europe of cultural and political diversityڤ  
 Architectural practice in a new European economic realityڤ   

 Quality management in city and landscape (case from Western Europe)ڤ  
 Quality management in city and landscape (case from Eastern Europe)ڤ  
 European regulations with regard to architecture and architect’s servicesڤ  

 
 will bring the following material(s) to be displayed (please note that materials can only ڤ

be displayed if the availability of space has been confirmed beforehand) 
 
For further information visit www.architecture-forum.net or contact conference@berlage-institute.nl 


